[Does anesthesia always involve analgesia?].
The primary aim of anesthesia is the prevention of pain perception (analgesia), intraoperative awareness (hypnosis), and postoperative recall (amnesia) (anesthetic trade). Analgesia would be a component of the anesthetic state. Pain is the conscious perception of a noxious stimulus and analgesia is the abolished perception of pain in an otherwise conscious patient. During general anesthesia pain can not be experienced, since the patient is unconscious. However, there is no certainty that during anesthesia a blockade of the nociceptive system is reliably provided in all circumstances. The impact of insufficient blockade of nociceptive pathways during anesthesia on mental status and implicit memory are largely unknown. Therefore, the anesthetic trade should consist of hypnosis, amnesia and antinociception.